
What orchestral instruments does Prokofiev use to tell the story of Peter and the Wolf? 

Key vocabulary  

Prokofiev, Russia, composer, or-
chestra, strings, brass, wood-
wind, percussion,  violin, viola, 
cello, double bass,  flute, oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon, french horn, 
timpani, bass drum, conductor, 
tuned percussion,  timbre, tex-
ture, structure, tempo, dynamics, 
pitch, duration  

Music from Russia 

UN sustainable Development Goals (arial 12) UN sustainable Development Goals 4: Quality Education, 9: Industry, innovation,  

Key people and pieces of Music 

Peter and the Wolf– Prokofiev 

Must—know knowledge   

• Prokofiev was a famous composer 
from Russia who wrote a piece of mu-
sic to tell the story of Peter and the 
Wolf. Each character in the story was 
represented by a different instrument 
in the orchestra. 

• Name instruments in the string family 
& clarinet, flute, oboe, bassoon, 
french horn and timpani. 

• The western orchestra has 4 families: 
strings, brass, woodwind, percussion 

Must—Skills 

Listen to Peter and Wolf by 
Prokofiev, identifying the 
instruments used to        
represent each character.  


